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Every year in Canada some 250,000 people - like you - are sworn in as new citizens. | have
been at citizenship ceremonies all over the country, from the Yukon to Halifax. And I've seen
that all of us, new and established citizens, treat this as a normal part of Canadian life. And it is
normal. And it should be normal. But it is also amazing - amazing as an inclusive and
dramatized approach towards citizenship. As |'ve watched you going by today and chatted with
you, | have been struck yet again by the obvious fact that each one of you has a very different
story and each one of you has the possibility of making a contribution to this country.

You're already making a contribution because you've already been here for several years.
What | am talking about is the kind of contribution you can make now that you are assuming the
full obligations of Canadian citizenship. | don't know what that contribution is going to be and
perhaps you don't know yet. Some of you are students, and so there's no reason why you would
know what shape your life is going to take. And many of you have only been here four or five
years. Why should you know already precisely what kind of thoughts you're going to have on
politics or public affairs and what kind of role you might wish to play in the public life of Canada,
whether at the street level, or the community level or the provincial or national level? All of this
will evolve and emerge with time.

There are people in other countries who are always worrying about the percentage of
immigrants coming into their country. It's as if they don't know how to let go and ask
themselves a very basic question — ‘Wouldn't it be interesting to see what would happen if
people came from all over the world to help build their country and to make it a better country?
In a way that's the secret of the Canadian success - the ability to let go and to ask that question.
If we think the best of people who want to come to our country then we are encouraging an
atmosphere in which it's pretty certain that they — you - are going to do their best.

For one hour, just before this ceremony, we all took part in a roundtable. What were we doing?
We were chatting about citizenship. | think the established citizens learned as much from the
new citizens as the new citizens learned from the established citizens. That roundtable was a
small part of what the Institute for Canadian Citizenship is trying to do in partnership with
Citizenship and Immigration and the Citizenship Judges and the volunteer committees we are
setting up all across the country. What we're working on is how to ensure that all of you will find
a way to get engaged. Perhaps we can help you to get engaged faster. | know that if you have
become citizens it's because you would like to become engaged in building the country. But of
course there are all sorts of visible and invisible barriers. Many of them are not created out of ill
will, they are just old fashioned habit. And we know that there are some real problems
surrounding job credentials. We certainly don't want you to lose, or this country to lose, the
value of the talents that you have to offer to our democracy. But at the core of all these
conversations is the fact that you now bear part of the weight of our shared democracy on your
shoulders in exactly the same way that somebody like me who can claim descent from 225
years of citizenship in this country must carry part of that burden.
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In a sense it doesn't really matter why or how you came to Canada. Some of you will have come
without money, some with money, without education or with education, from a stable country or
a country in civil war. In all of those cases, the central point is that the decision to change your
country, to change your citizenship, requires enormous courage. You come to us having
demonstrated your courage, and | don't think this is said enough by the people born here. To
pick up and change the place you live, the way you live and the people you live with and the
way you're going to identify yourself and imagine yourself - all of that requires courage. This
can also mean suffering a great deal of loneliness because you have come here alone or
because your families are not here or are not yet here. In other words immigrating and
becoming a citizen can be very tough and very lonely. Whenever | hear people talking about
how wonderful it is for immigrants to come to Canada | try to point out the underlying courage
that this sort of change requires. Of course it should be wonderful to come here and become a
citizen. But that doesn't mean that there wasn't a wrenching decision and a difficult period of life
to be lived in making the decision to become the citizen of another country. From our point of
view - those of us already established - there's a great advantage to us in this process: you
arrive having already proven yourself to be people of great courage. | was born here and | didn't
have to prove anything in order to become a Canadian citizen.

There is another thing which isn't said enough. In order to make the decision to change
countries you had to talk about it and to decide. There was nothing accidental about this
choice. It was a conscious choice. Many of us who are born in our country are able to float
through life. Of course we don't entirely float, but there is a level of unconsciousness which we
never have to deal with. People like you, who have chosen to come here, are more conscious of
yourself and your families and the risks of life. You are therefore more conscious of what this
country is like than many Canadians who are lucky enough to have been born here. That
consciousness is a valuable quality which you bring to this country.

At first you may not want to mention the things that you've noticed and that you feel don't work
right, because you're feeling polite and shy as a brand new member of this society. But it's
important for you to speak up and talk about what you notice in the society of which you are a
citizen. It doesn’'t mean that everyone's going to agree with you. In fact, it doesn't mean that
anybody’s going to agree with you. That's one of the peculiarities of a democracy. But it's very
important to speak up and be heard and to hear other people’s reactions to your thoughts.

What is going to happen to you in Canada? Each one of you will have a different experience.
What you will have in common is this. You will leave behind part of what you were. But you will
also bring part of what you were with you. And you will keep that. You keep certain things and
you give up certain things. And in the process you are changed, and Canada also is changed.
You will be changed by Canada and you will change Canada. Your children will be affected in a
different way because they are going to go to public schools and they are meeting other kids
from other communities. They may well marry people who come from communities very
different from your own. There is no way of knowing that now. That is simply part of coming to
Canada and becoming part of our society. All of that is the originality of the long standing
Canadian experiment.

Some of the things you brought with you in your personality and your experience are going to be
incredibly valuable to this country and a great deal of what you find here is going to be valuable
to you. You are exactly like the history of this country, a very long lived and very stable
democratic country and yet one which is changing all the time.
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