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Cecilia - much as gracias

Jifi

Eugene

Ecrivains - Editeurs - Amis

Margaret Busby

Je voudrais commencer en remerciant les centres Catalan, Colombien et Japonais pour
leur nomination. C'est un grand honneur d'etre mis en avant pour la presidence de PEN
International par une telle coalition.

Le premier congres de PEN International auquel j'aie assiste a ete celui de Maastricht
dans la fin des annees 1980s, un congres important puisque c'est un peu la que Ie
mouvement pour reformer Ie PEN a commence. Certains d'entre vous etaient la. Ce qui
nous rappelle que Ie PEN n'est pas simplement un organisme qui a 88 ans mais qu'il a
aussi des membres qui restent loyaux pendant de tres longues periodes. Et en meme
temps, il y a des nouveaux membres qui arrivent tout frais, commeje l'etais au congres
de Maastricht. Chaque fois que je viens a un Congres, j' ai l'impression de retrouver une
famille - une famille internationale et compliquee - une famille d'ecrivains qui est ma
famille.

Jose Saramago has said that "inside of us there is something that has no name, that
something is what we are." Literature is the expression of that something and it is that
which holds us together. There are those who will talk about a division inside PEN
between the importance of literature as opposed to the importance of freedom of
expression. In fact they are one and the same. I remember clearly that at the heart of the
calls for reform at Maastrict there was an attempt to marry the old and the new PEN by
bringing together the relationship between literature and freedom of expression. An
enormous amount has been accomplished since then and I've been in and out of direct
contact with the movement over that period of time; but I saw those changes slowly
building in gatherings such as that of Troms0, Mexico and Bogota. And I see many of the
results of this work in a document such as Our StOlY and in talking over time with people
such as Eugene Schoulgin, who has given so much to this organization and movement. At
each congress I've come to I've learned something. And over the last few days here in
Linz I've tried to listen and have learned a great deal from you. It could be said that PEN
has reformed itself and it has been a remarkable reform, and yet these changes have




