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The good news is that Canada's unique capacity for success can be found like a buried treasure in this country's history.
The bad news is that not only has it been buried, but it has been intentionally covered up.

Now, all of a sudden, Canadian history is starting to sound like an archival whodunit, and if this is exciting for its own
sake (which it is), it's even more important for the present and future.

We have John Ralston Saul to thank for this discovery. But it is a discovery in the way that the first European arrivals

discovered the interior of Canada. In truth they didn't discover, but were shown the way by the aboriginals who lived
here.

Ralston Saul, in the course of his research, was also shown the way and now his sharp, inviting prose passes on what he's
learned in his latest book, A Fair Country: Telling Truths About Canada.

Historian, political philosopher and prolific author, Ralston Saul has made his mark as Canada’s foremost "public
intellectual." He has also found himself in an unusual vantage point as the husband of governor general Adrienne
Clarkson when she held the post from 1999 to 2005.

During that time, Ralston Saul was able to see Canada's political, bureaucratic and business leadership up close. Should
this worry Canada's leaders, who Ralston Saul refers to as the "castrati"—the castrated ones? Some of them, ves.

But first, some history.

From the first days of contact between Europeans and Aboriginal Peoples, something very different began to happen in
Canada as opposed to other colonial establishments.

Some Thoughtful Provocations From John Ralston Saul
Victorianism: Made us think that Canada must always be the supplicant of a great power.

Quebec's debate in favour of increased secularism is a replay of France's two-century battles between violent forces of
state religion and secular revolutionaries.

Early civilization: In Canada’s history it was the hunter-gatherers who were stable and the farmers who were nomadic.

Marshall McLuhan and the NHL: Sending them off to the U.5. are examples of Canada's colonial inferiority
complex.

Canada's courts lead now, not the politicians, civil servants and academics.

Energy: With a sensible east-west energy policy, Canada would be stable during the difficult economic times ahead,
while Alberta would not be shackled to policies set in Washington.

Health Care: Not such an obscure problem. You begin by removing the most obvious barriers: the shortage of doctor,
nurses, beds and operating rooms. But you do it fast...

Foreign Policy: Our elites don't want the citizenry at large thinking seriously about foreign policy. After all, they
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