ome 20 vears ago the drug
problem began to grow into
an obsession throughout the
West - like a Greek chorus,
insistent, repetitive and ever
lowder. Again and again the politi-
cians decnied degeneracy and vowed
action; the police announced mas-
sive seizures and demanded in-
creased support; the press published
stories about broken youths or, alter
natively, drug kings (the capture or
death of whom would magically
solve the problem). And yet what
ever happened, however much was
spent or seized, nothing changed
and the chorus went on
The past vear has seen a particu-
larly hysterical manifestation of this
syndrome in Britain. A great deal
of publicity was given 0 a pro-
gramme designed to render heroin
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unfashionable to youth. The govern-
ment talked of legislating against
"cocaine-sniffing kits™"; but seemed
even more concerned that the abs-
ence of clean, neat kits might
force addicts into the hands of deal
ers who use dirty syringes and thus
spread both hepatitis and AIDS

This confusion. lost somewhere
between tragedy and comedy, was
accompanied by increasingly stri-
dent police claims: **Britain's crime
fighters have scored three major vic
tories in the war against the evil drug
barons . . . As the grip tightens, more
drug busters are being sent to secret
locations abroad to trap the smug-
glers in their own temitory”™”. Some
papers may have reported these
“victories™ with fewer adjectives,
but the message was the same. Then,
abruptly  this enthusiasm

spring,

waned. Doubt overtook bellicosity.

Heroin's image had not been
changed. Britain's 50,000 addicts

remained addicted (that is five times
more than in 1979) and the victories
of the police seemed to mean
nothing

The figures for 1984 are suf-
ficienily eloquent: police and Cus-
toms made 28,556 seizures of a total
of 300 kilos of heroin, 36 kilos of
cocaine and 26 tonnes of cannabis.
The Home Office says that repre-
sented 15 per cent. of what gets into
Britain, but that can only be an esti-
mate. And the cost of such efforts
was enormous, the price for “*drying
out’" addicts by no means being a
minor part of the wotal

I'he public’s most recent loss of
enthusiasm for this theoretical war
agEainst drags 15 not SUTPrsIng: Just
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