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The icebergs are melting, grizzly bears are wandering ever farther north and
mating with polar bears, the Arctic sea ice is opening up bit by bit, retreating
from its inaccessible mystery. The temperature is rising.

None of this is very complicated. In fact, if you tell the story in this way it
comes to resemble a desperate, romantic novel by Jules Verne. Why would
an approaching catastrophe of planetary proportions resemble an adventure
story — a good quality adventure story — designed for boys, or perhaps for
men who want to be boys? It has always been difficult to turn enormous
human disasters into great fiction for the simple reason that great fiction
prefers a local story which, through the genius of the writer, becomes
universal.

Global warming presents a particularly difficult literary problem because it
is so diffuse in its causes and villains and errant knights. The result may be
concrete, but the process is a complex drawn-out story in which the
individual characters play only passing roles.

Let me go at this in another way. Why is this melting of ice, mating of bears,
opening of mysterious regions, rising of temperatures taking place? There
are a multitude of explanations. Certain are more probable than others. For
example, those which involve a continuous intensifying of human industrial
activity stand a good chance of being at least partially true. But of course
there is no absolute scientific proof that they are.

The more precise we attempt to be, the more problematic the argument
becomes. Which causal action is responsible for what part of the crisis






